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The Maryland Judiciary supports House Bill 477. This bill would amend Maryland Code,
Estates & Trust Art., 8 13-211 to require the State to pay a reasonable attorney’s fee
incurred in representing an alleged disabled person who is indigent in a proceeding to
establish a guardianship of the property.

Unlike Estates & Trusts Art., 813-705, which governs guardianships of the person, §13-
211 does not specify how the fee of an attorney appointed to represent an alleged
disabled person in a proceeding to establish a guardianship of the property is to be paid, if
the alleged disabled person is indigent. This bill would fill the gap in the statute by
requiring the Department of Human Services to pay the fee and establishing a mechanism
for payment that mirrors that set forth in §13-705(d).
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